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regarding the Sacrifice of Calvary. A loss of the
greatest consequence would indeed result were those
touches of the imagination which stimulate idealism
and exercise such potency upon the sympathies and
aspirations of the great human heart swept away
or even diminished. Rather should they be increased
in the right direction. It is well that we should note
certain similarities between the incidents attending
the sacrifice of Isaac and the circumstances of our
Lord's Crucifixion. The lesser human and divine
drama has undoubted points of resemblance to the
Greater; but they are little more than external
similarities. The two are totally divorced in in-
spiration and purpose. To liken the parts played by
Abraham, the father, and by Isaac, the willing
victim, to the parts taken by God the Father and by
our Lord at the Crucifixion is but a degradation of
God the Father and of God the Son. Our Lord was
put to death by cruel murderers as S. Stephen told
his accusers, and His death was both the result and
the price of sin. It was in itself neither willed nor
accomplished by the Father although He allowed
and over-ruled it; just as He neither wishes nor
accomplishes yet allows and over-rules sin. Perhaps
crude ideas of the Atonement are responsible for the
importance attached by some minds to the associa-
tion with it of the sacrifice of Isaac. Was not the
atonement something like this ? The all-loving God,
Three Persons in One ever blessed Trinity, being
grieved and sorrowing at the wilful choice of wrong
by man, agreed together in perfect and loving accord
that in the fulness of time God the Son should become
incarnate, that He might bring to human nature